
The plan to destroy the memorial in Andicen (Kelahere) 
in the region of Van must be prevented  
 

On the verge of the 15th anniversary of the massacre of October 23 of 

1998* some brave people have installed a memorial in the mountains 

close to the village of Andicen (Kelahere) to commemorate the 41 PKK 

combatants who were killed then. This memorial was named after the 

German internationalist Andrea Wolf, who had been tortured and 

extralegally executed during the massacre, and was officially inaugurated 

on September 14 of 2013 by hundreds of human rights activists, family 

members of the killed victims, representatives of NGOs, BDP-politicians 

and many people from the region of Catak and Van (Wan). 

 

A few days later, the Turkish governor of Catak demanded the destruction of 
the memorial and afterwards convoked a non-public, secret meeting of the 

Council of Catak – but only invited his 5 subordinated magistrates; the 5 

democratically elected representatives of different parties were not informed 

about the gathering. In their absence the magistrates decided and disposed 

the destruction of the memorial. Therefore the representatives of the BDP 

(party for peace and democracy) of the Council of Catak immediately 

announced to take action against this illegal decision with all possible legal 

means. 

  

We are shocked about the annnouncement of such inhuman act and demand 

the immediate cancellation of this decision from the Turkish authorities. The 

planned destruction of a memorial and of graves which were set up to 
commemorate murdered people denies the respect towards dead human 

beings which is deeply rooted in all cultures, even with regards to political 

opponents. At the same time the order of demolition violates international 

human rights.  

 

Today, on Monday, September 23rd of 2014, representatives of Human 

Rights organisations like IHD, BDP and different NGOs, together with 

relatives and community members of Catak installed a tent next to the 

memorial, despite the cold, and started an open-ended solemn vigil. 

At first a helicopter of the Turkish army overflew the reunion and the 

memorial and fired several times into the air. After that representatives of 

the solemn vigil declared: „We will stay here sine die and keep watch. We 

caution the authorities against the destruction of the memorial or the 
graves“. Someone else emphasized: „The destruction of the memorial or an 

attack against the solemn vigil would imply a violation of the cease-fire.“ 

     

In every society it is an important element and a necessary condition for a 

fair-minded peace that all relatives, friends and other affected people of the 

community have the granted right to remember and commemorate their 

killed and murdered members in a dignified manner. 

Therefore the decision to destroy the memorial in the mountains of Catak is 

not a local issue, but a supremely political act which affects questions of 



international human rights and intercultural rules of conduct as well as the 

democratic peace process in Turkey. 

 

On these grounds we call not only on the Turkish authorities in Van and 

Catak, but also on the responsible members of the AKP government in 

Ankara as well as on the corresponding offices of the German government in 

Berlin to stop or rather obviate the planned destruction of the memorial 

which commemorates the killed and murdered people of Kurdish and 

German origin, who (partially) became victims of a war-crime, among them 

the musician Hozan Hogir. 
 

Instead of destroying memorials and graves, the authorities in Turkey and 

Germany should finally start solve the war-crimes of the whole region and 

punish the responsible delinquents. At long last they must also 

work forcefully on the charges of murder that have been submitted to the 

prosecuting attorney in Catak by representatives of a Human Rights 

delegation on September 16 of 2011. Even more as Turkey has been 

sentenced of violating the ECHR (European Convention on Human Rights) 

during the first trial for homicide on Andrea Wolf by the European Court of 

Human Rights in 2010 already.*² 

 

Hence the memorial is a permament admonition and reminiscence of the 
fact that the Turkish and German authorities until today, almost 15 years 

after the war-crime of the Turkish Army in the mountains of Andicen 

(Kelahere), still have not juridically clarified the background of the massacre 

nor held its actors liable. 

 

In summer 2013, a group of international Human Rights activists therefore 

visited the place of the massacre in the mountains of Catak close to the 

memorial and the provisorial common grave for the murder victims of 1998 

and elaborated detailled documentations. 

 

We warn the Turkish authorities against every attempt to destroy the 

memorial. And we also warn against every attempt to destroy the graves at 

the same time and accordingly trying to eliminate potential marks at the 
area of the massacre. Accoding to international laws, the defilement of 

graves, the elimination of proofs during preliminary proceedings of murder, 

torture and war-crime and the attempt to disturb the peace of the dead are 

proscribed. 

  

Like in Argentinia, Guatemala or Chile it may last decades, but some day 

even the murderers and torturers responsible for the war-crime on October 

23 of 1998 will be brought to justice, as well as their cooperaters and 

supporters. Because without justice there will be no peace. 

 

We demand the immediate revocation of the decision to demolish 

the memorial in Andicen (Kelahere) 
 



We demand an apology from the Council of Catak for this inhuman 

decision 

 

We demand a complete solving of the war-crime on October 23rd of 

1998 in Andicen 

 

We demand the punishment of the murderers and torturers 

 

FreundInnenkreis Andrea Wolf 

 
Munich, September 23rd of 2013 

 
 

*  According to information gathered to date, in 1998 the German internationalist 

Andrea Wolf in the Kurdish women’s army (YAJK), together with Kurdish 

comrades, were taken prisoner by the Turkish army following a skirmish in this 

area. According to witnesses’ statements, as an unarmed prisoner, she was 

tortured and extralegally executed along with at least two other combatants – 
the victims’ corpses were subsequently further abused and mutilated. A total of 

41 combatants were apparently murdered in the skirmish and the following 

massacre. 
 

*² Press-release of International Independent Commission of Inquiry (IUK) on 

10/9/2010: In its decision on 8/6/2010 the European Court of Human Rights 

(ECoHR) convicted Turkey of a violation of the European Convention on Human 

Rights (ECHR), because, “contrary to the requirements of Article 2*of the 

convention, the state authorities did not conduct an adequate and effective 
investigation into the fate of the plaintiff‟s daughter (i.e. Andrea Wolf).” Turkey has 

furthermore been sentenced to pay “appropriate amends for emotional distress” to 

Lilo Wolf, mother of the slain Andrea Wolf. 


